
The trimming of  the wall and toe should be 
done with the shears, while the heel and sole can 
best be cut with a hoof  knife. When using a 
hoof  knife, always cut away from the goat and 
yourself. The sole should be trimmed down in 
thin slices until the heel, sole and wall form a flat 
surface upon which the goat should stand at a 
correct angle of  about 45o. Stop trimming as 
soon as the sole begins to appear a pinkish color. 
Any further trimming goes into the ''quick'' and 
the foot will begin to bleed. In that case, a          
disinfectant such as iodine should be used. 
Turpentine will harden the sole and may also be 
helpful. In many cases, the weight of  the goat 
itself  will put pressure on the cut and stop the 
bleeding.
 
If  the goat's feet have been neglected for some 
time, and the toes are very long it is usually not 
practical to try to bring them back to normal in 
one trimming. It is generally better to trim the 
feet a little, then gradually bring them back to 
proper shape, size and angle with frequent     
trimmings.

A general rule to keep in mind about trimming 
goat's feet is that the hoof's hairline should be 
almost parallel to the ground and the more often 
trimming is done the less time and energy per 
trimming it takes, and the more well behaved the 
goats will be during the trimming. Also, there is a 
smaller chance of  the goat developing foot prob-
lems such as hoof  rot if  the owner is working 
with the goat's feet regularly and frequently. 
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