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Frequently Asked Questions/Points for Clarification

      1.
At the briefing meeting it was stated that the experience timescale for the applicant had been expanded to five years but the form still says three years. Please Clarify.

Please see Section 2.1.1.  of the guidelines which states the experience needed.  
2. Can the beneficiary applicant submit CBOs that will partner with project for specific activities to be implemented?

As stated in line three of section 2.1.2 of the Partnership eligibility of partners that reads that partners must satisfy the same eligibility criteria’s of the applicant in section 2.1.1 except for the last three bullets point listed. As such a CBO can be a partner in the action. It should be noted that the partners Financial and operational capacity will also be evaluated as part of the action. 

3. Can grant funds be used to explore the feasibility of establishing a crop insurance product, including using a percentage of the grant funds to establish fund?

No. The specific objective of this Call for Proposals is “to foster the development/further development of new and on-going enterprises to offer employment opportunities to the former banana farmers and their workers and port workers, their families and other in the areas affected by the cessation of banana exports.”  The project should aim at satisfying this objective. An indicative list of actions is also highlighted on pages 8 and 9 of the Guidelines for grant applicants. 

4. What is the maximum grant fund that a CBO could access to acquire capital equipment?

Please note that the minimum funds allotted under this call for proposal is 200, 000 euro and maximum 300,000 euro which should represent 80% (grant fund) and does not include the Beneficiary’s contribution. Therefore the applicant should ensure that their budget is in line with the budget set out in the call for proposal   

5.
Can CBOs benefit from establishing an orchard (fruit trees) project? 

Yes. The specific objective of this Call for Proposals is “to foster the development/further development of new and on-going enterprises to offer employment opportunities to the former banana farmers and their workers and port workers, their families and other in the areas affected by the cessation of banana exports.”  

6. Can a CBO who needs strengthening and is presently being financed by other projects received grant funding?

Yes. Once the funding agency is willing to commit the funds towards the process and prove financial capacity in accordance with the guideline set out for the Call for Proposal. 

7. Does the CBO group have to be registered co-operatives to partner with the beneficiary?

No. As set out in the guideline under section 2.1.1 which speaks to  eligible entities being non-governmental organisations, growers organisations, public sector operators, local authorities, registered associations and community based organizations.

8. Can the CBOs engage a private company to provide management services for agricultural co-operatives?

Yes, a community base organization can partner with any private company so long  as the institution satisfies the eligibility criteria of the applicant, see eligibility criteria   ( Section 2.1.1 in the Guidelines for grant application.)

9. Can CBO groups establish long term lease arrangement with private property owners to establish post harvesting facilities?

Yes.  As stated in section 2.1.4 Eligibility of costs: which may be taken into consideration for the grant  and may be considered as co-financing in the Budget of the Action when paid by the Beneficiary or his partners and  where it use is necessary for the direct implementation of the action.
10.   Can government organizations such as RADA, Social Development    

        Commission be considered as associates.

RADA being the Implementing Agency cannot be an Associate. However Social Development Commission can be an associate as stated in sections 2.1.1 of the guidelines specifically under Associates 

      11.  Can an existing project apply?

An existing project can apply if it is registered as a legal entity and if it fulfills all the eligibility criteria spelled out in point 2.1.1 of the guidelines for the applicant.  A proposal can build on an existing project but must define a new action that will take place during the implementation period of the requested grant contract. The applicant’s contribution to the grant contract can only include inputs made during the implementation period.
12.  Is there any restriction on how many proposals to submit?

An applicant is not permitted to submit more than one proposal under this call for proposals. Also, an applicant who has submitted a proposal can not be a partner in another proposal under this call for proposals. Similarly an organization can not be a partner in more than one proposal. Please see Section 2.1.3 "Number of applicants and grants per application" of the Guidelines for Applicants.
     13. Should the co-financing by the applicant be provided up front?

No. The budget for the action should indicate how the applicant’s contribution will be used throughout the implementation period and should be provided accordingly.

    14. Can existing infrastructure be considered as part of their contribution?

No. Any contributions in kind which do not represent actual expenditure are not eligible costs and can not be treated as co-financing. The contribution must be related to eligible costs incurred during the implementation period of the action.

15. Can a local applicant partnered with an international company?

Yes. The calls are international. However, the applicant and or partners should be a national of a Member State of the European Union and the Africa, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries, which include Jamaica. The proposals must, however, be confined to interventions in, or actions that directly benefit, communities in the parishes of St. Mary, St. Thomas, St. James, St. Catherine, Clarendon and Portland. 

16. Can two different entities be partners?
Yes.  Two different entities can be partners as long as both entities share the same objective under the Call for Proposals. 
17. Is there a limit to the amount of partners in an application?

There is no limit to the amount of partners in an application. 
18. Does sub-granting allowed?

An applicant may propose awarding sub-grants.  However, sub-grant should not be the main purpose of the Action and it MUST be duly justified. Additionally, please see Section 2.1.3 of the Guideline with respect to same.
19. Can vehicles be leased in the use of the Project?
A lease for vehicles can be eligible under the Call for Proposals.  The cost must comply with the provisions of article 14 of the General Conditions to the Standard Grant Contract.  (See Annex F of the Guidelines)

20. Can the 20% be sourced outside?

Yes.  The applicant’s 20% contribution can be sourced from another entity.
21. Can a list of proposed partnering entities be provided?
The Contracting Authority will not provide any such list.
